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Ever been to a wedding? Ever been to a wedding on Halloween?

Ever been to a wedding between a family of socialites and monsters?

Well you better come see "Murder, Mystery and Monsters:  Florence

Halloween Style."

A wedding between a sneaky groom and a bride trying to save

her family is not normally found in the marriage magazines.  But

those are the best kinds to see...and to die for.

On Friday, October 19th and Saturday, October 20th at 6:30 PM

come and enjoy a Halloween dinner and a wedding between two

rival families.  They both  hate each other for all sorts of mysterious

reasons.  The groom doesn't want to get married but he has a

financial conundrum to force his hand so to speak.  The bride

needs to get married in order to fulfill a dream of her father.

What to do, what to do?  Oh yea, did I mention that one family

is made up of monsters?  I mean blood sucking, zipper necked,

screaming meanies kind. You thought your families were crazy.  Come to the Florence City Hall and see what

real family togetherness means.  Be there or you might find yourself  dead... if  your lucky!

Wedding Bells Ring In Florence

www.florentineplayers.com
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Holy, moly friends, fans and fanatics of old Red Ruffnsore's
reviews,did the Florentine players put on a summer Murder, Mystery
this year or what?  It really knocked my argyle socks right off my
battered Buster Browns.  The performance was multi-faceted,
multi-media and mucho multi-cool!  It was one of the best
performances to date and old Red's going to tell you about it via
my beat up but beautiful Royal typewriter. Mink ribbon is brand
new and ready to go. "Murder of an Idol" was the name of the play
that took so many plot turns it looked like a little leaguer taking
swings at New York Yankee Joba Chamberlain's fastball.
(Old Red is hot today!)

The Murder Mystery meal was served before the start of the performance and old Red was all for it.  I don't have
enough fingers to count the times big Red was asked to leave because my shrunken stomach was making sounds
like a dying Mastodon. The performance was a take-off of a popular TV reality program.There was plenty of
scintillating singing, dirty dancing and mysterious murder by a great number of on stage performers.  There were
four judges that graded each performer and it seemed each performer graded on one judgein particular.  But as
soon as I began to love him, he was gone, snuffed, killed.  Another judge, played delightfully by big time Florence
performer Art Wholeflaffer, was killed next.  His noggin got mushed!  I mean his gleaming blonde hair quaffing
over a British voiced head got mushed. In some ways it was beautiful.  But throughout it all, the murderer(s)
were discovered.  One killer was the 2nd judge that was killed.  He was discovered after videotape was played
showing his insidious insights into murder.  In fact there were a large number of videos played during this
production that was something brand new for the Florentine players. The idea was from director Derek Kowal,
a local crooner and carouser.  The last killer was chosen by the audience.  As long as it wasn't old Red, anybody
the audience picked was fine by me. All in all, a production for the ages. Good show Florentine players, good show.

My next review will be the Halloween Murder Mystery.  Dinner is at 6:30 PM and the performance begins at
7:00 PM on Friday October 19th and Saturday, October 20th.  Reservations please.  Seasonal food will be the
flavor of the dinners and ghouls and ghosts will be the flavor on stage. The hard part is guessing who will be
spookier, the actors or the audience. A Boo-tiful evening is in store!
Until next time, this is Red Ruffnsore reporting for the Florence Flogger.
TTFN

"Murder of an Idol"
      A Review by Red Ruffnsore
      Columnist for the Florence Flogger

Garage Sale
The Florentine Players

Saturday, October 13th
9-5pm
29th & State

to donate please
Call Char the
week before at
551-5594

Breakfast With Santa
(& his Elves)

Annual Event of the Year For the Elves

Saturday, December 8, 2007
10:30am

There will be one breakfast served.
Other activities include songs, dance,
crafts, story time and of course SANTA.

Get your reservation NOW:
Call 502-2444



Florentine Players:
Mark Your Calendars

AUGUST, Friday, Saturday, August 22, 23
                  Luau Murder Mystery

SEPTEMBER, weekend of River City Roundup
A Taste of Florence – food, fun,

                          karaoke, etc

OCTOBER, Saturday, October 4
                     Garage Sale

OCTOBER, Friday, Saturday, October 17, 18
        Halloween Murder Mystery

DECEMBER, Saturday, December 6
           Breakfast With Santa

S C H E D U L E
2 0 0 8

JANUARY, Tuesdays, Jan.15, 22, 29 (2 hrs/ea):
       Improv Workshops

FEBRUARY, Friday, Saturday, February 8, 9:
        “Night at the Improv”

FEBRUARY, Tuesdays, Feb. 12, 19, 26 (2 hrs/ea)
         Singing and Karaoke Workshops

MARCH, Friday, Saturday, March 14, 15
    Murder Mystery

MAY, 9, 10, 16, 17, 18
Melodrama-

"Where Have All The Cowboys Gone?"

JULY, 18 and 19
Follies – Best of Florence

What are the Improv Workshops?

They are a chance to fine tune your improvisation skills, with our improv experts.

Why would I want to attend?

Why not? What better do you have going on?

What are the Singing Workshops?

Do you really not know what singing and karaoke is?  Come to a workshop and dazzle us
with your abilities, or better yet, help find a song that suits your vocal style and abilities.

Is there a cost involved?

You must be a Florentine Player to participate, so bring your membership fee of five dollars with you to the
workshops.  In addition to receiving our newsletters, you will be brought up to speed on audition dates and
Florence events for the rest of the 2008 calendar year.
There you go… No excuses at all, make time to be at the Improv and Singing Workshops beginning
Tuesday, January 15th, at 7 PM.

Join the Fun and Learn Some New Skills at the

Improv Workshops Improv
Workshops

Tuesdays 7 to 9 P.M.

FREE to Florentine Players

$5 Membership Dues
for Non-Members.



MEMBERSHIP FORM
Valid May 20______ - May 20______

Name___________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

City___________________  State________________  Zip__________________

Home Phone__________________________________

Work Phone___________________________________

Cell Phone____________________________________

E-mail Address____________________________________________________

I would like to receive newsletters by • E-mail  • Postal Mail  • Both

•Renewal •New Member

•Gift/ Donation in the amount of $_____________________________

For more information: www.florentineplayers.com or www.historicflorence.org

Please mail this completed

form with $5.00 to:

Florentine Players
Membership
P.O. Box 12061
Omaha, Ne 68112

THE FLORENTINE PLAYERS
P.O. Box 12061
Florence, Ne 68112
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Monster Marraige
Mushed Noggin’s

Caeser in Florence
Santa Claus

And More!



JuliusCaesar
Madison

              NICKNAMES, if any: CZER, Ju, Ju Ju Bean, Poop (off the record)
FAMILY STATUS: Single, no children

                                                FAVORITE COLOR: Black
                                                FAVORITE BOOK: Bible
                                                FAVORITE MOVIE: The Matrix (the original, not the sequels)
                                                FAVORITE STAGE PLAY: Phantom of the Opera

•WHY DID YOU COME TO FLORENCE?: I was asked.  I thought it would be fun.  I had a small role in an
independent film Imitation Life, by Mark Booker, but I thought the stage would be good to try, too.  The film
is an independent movie, but is still being marketed for release.  They did have a premier at Club Nico in
Omaha.

•WHO INTRODUCED YOU TO FLORENCE:? Shannelle Kowal

•WHAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT BEING A PART OF FLORENCE?: I like to meet new people.  I also like
taking a step out of my box.  I am a music producer  and a rap artist, so it is good for me to add variety.

•UPCOMING EVENTS: I am working on a solo album, Hedonism, which should be finished by December,
and that means I would like to start booking some concerts by January.  If you’d like to hear some samples
of my music, you can go to my artist page on MySpace:  h.

•WHAT DO YOU DO FOR A LIVING?: I work at Prime Therapeutics dealing with pharmaceuticals.  I also
have my record label Mood Muzik, and when on stage performing, I use the name CZER

•TELL US ABOUT THE LAST SHOW YOU DID FOR FLORENCE: I played Jackie Randson, a spin-off of
Randy Jackson in a spoof on American Idol.  I consider Randy Jackson a very funny character anyway, and it
was nice to be able to call everyone “Dawg” for no reason.  I wasn’t as nervous as I thought I would be.  It
was a very good time.  Everyone in the cast was really good at bringing me out of my shell.  I liked working
with everyone.  They had a lot of character and class.

•CLAIM TO FAME: My size. Everybody knows me as the big black guy with a bald head.

•ON-STAGE EXPERIENCE:As a rap artist, I actually opened up for Afroman when they came to Omaha to
perform.  I have done quite a few shows at the Ranch Bowl (before they shut it down), Mike’s Place in Council
Bluffs, etc.  When opening for Afroman, it was an experience, and I was surprised with how tired I got.  I loved
singing for people, and loved them singing back in the audience.  Kids were quoting my lyrics.  It really
surprised me that people were so receptive to it.   There is a message to my music.  I speak from my heart.
You could call it working class, or blue collar, but the main message is to “keep pushing, keep striving for your
dream”, and I try to practice what I preach.

•TELL US A FACT NOBODY WOULD KNOW BY LOOKING AT YOU: I am addicted to Ugly Betty.  My
mother got me into it.  It’s actually a very funny show about a young girl who’s a true underdog.

•FAVORITE ACTOR/ ACTRESS:Lawrence Fishburne – the man has style and is very smooth.
EDUCATION:I graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in sociology.  I graduated from North
High school in Omaha… class of 1990, whre I was captain of the football team, homecoming King, class
president, etc.

•PLANS FOR THE FUTURE:  I would love to make Mood Muzik a big label.  It isn’t just rap music,
but rap, rock, and jazz.  I have produced for  a lot of local artists, but I feel I need to step it up.  I would love
to get into making music for commercials, and I actually think it would be fun to play a villain on stage.

FlorenceFlorence

FOCUSFOCUS

INTERVIEWED BY: Derek Kowal



LarryFortney

•WHY DID YOU COME TO FLORENCE?:
My friend J.D. Stroebel called me and offered me a role in the august Murder Mystery “Murder of an Idol”.

•WHO INTRODUCED YOU TO FLORENCE:? J.D. Stroebel

•WHAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT BEING A PART OF FLORENCE?:
It’s a different style of show than I am used to, and all of the people I have met are really nice and friendly.

•UPCOMING EVENTS: I have apart in the Halloween Murder Mystery and I will be directing the Darklion
Productions Christmas show in December in Florence.  In the spring, I will be spending five weeks in Italy
(Rome).

•WHAT DO YOU DO FOR A LIVING?:
I am retired, but I will occasionally substitute teach at Westside High School.  I’ve been doing that for about
five years.  I also have a teddy bear company called “Bearly Italian”.  They are primarily sold in Italy.  I don’t
have any shops here, but if a person wanted one, they could contact me.  All of the bears are handmade.

•TELL US ABOUT THE LAST SHOW YOU DID FOR FLORENCE:
It was an enjoyable experience.  The cast was great, and the audience was very good.

•CLAIM TO FAME: I have directed over two hundred shows and appeared on stage in one hundred and fifty
plus shows.

•ON-STAGE EXPERIENCE: My first show was in first or second grade.  It was the “Ugly Duckling”.  I was
the ugly duckling.  I got back into theatre as a junior in high school.  At first they were small roles, but by my
senior year I had lead roles, even a role at Truman State university.  After college, I started a community theatre
in Washington, Missouri.  I was there about four to five years and then moved to Omaha.  I have done shows
with the Upstairs Dinner theatre, taught English and Drama at Westside High School for twenty-two years.  I
was associated with the Grand Olde Players theatre for many years at a time and now I am a part of a new
production company founded by myself and my good friend, J.D. Stroebel – Darklion Productions.

•TELL US A FACT NOBODY WOULD KNOW BY LOOKING AT YOU:
I held the rank of Sergeant in the Army National Guard

•FAVORITE ACTOR/ ACTRESS: Audrey Hepburn and Laurence Olivier

•EDUCATION: Truman State University, Missouri Degree: Theatre, Teaching, and English.

•PLANS FOR THE FUTURE: I don’t live in the future or the past.  I try to live each day to it’s fullest and
get the most out of each day.

FlorenceFlorence

FOCUSFOCUS

INTERVIEWED BY: J.D. Stroebel

NICKNAMES, if any: L.D.
FAMILY STATUS: Married (45 years) with 3 children  and
                                                            almost 9 grandchildren
FAVORITE COLOR: Orange
FAVORITE BOOK: Gone with the wind
FAVORITE MOVIE: Gone with the Wind
FAVORITE STAGE PLAY: Wait Until Dark


